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Brussels, 24 April 2018 - “After ten days of street protests, Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan

stepped down on Monday, April 23. The members of the EP Foreign Affairs Committee and

of the Delegation to the EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee take note of this

development.

In the coming weeks, the European Parliament is due to vote on whether or not it should give

consent to the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with Armenia,

as well as an in-depth accompanying resolution on the state of EU-Armenian relations.

In this context, we would like to emphasise the extent to which the current events in Armenia

are the subject of close attention in the European Parliament, especially the numerous arrests

of peaceful demonstrators including parliamentarians. The EU has already reaffirmed that the

right to exercise freedom of assembly in a peaceful manner and in accordance with the law is

a universal and fundamental right of all.

In keeping with Armenia’s international commitments but also in view of ensuring a positive

vote in the European Parliament on the new CEPA agreement, we strongly support all

measures that can be taken to ensure a peaceful transition of power including that the
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Armenian authorities fully respect this right of assembly and that all those who have been

detained while exercising their fundamental right of assembly in accordance with the law are

be released with no delay. In this respect, we welcome the release of opposition leader Mr

Nikol Pashinyan.

Dialogue rather than excessive force is the only way to find a sustainable solution to the

current situation in Armenia. As its partner, the EU will continue supporting Armenia in its

reform efforts, with particular regard to the rule of law and the independence of judiciary, in

line with the CEPA, which was unanimously ratified by Armenia’s National Assembly on 11

April.

While today marks the anniversary of the 1915 Genocide, in which they lost 1.5 million of

their kin, we urge all Armenians to show unity and to resolve their political differences in a

peaceful manner, within the framework of their Constitution.”
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